
By Chrissy Chapman 

and the winner with ninety-nine per-
cent of the votes was without a doubt 
the Wolverine.  The first ever to 
wear the Wolverine mascot costume 
was Marc Gura.   
   The final part of the new school 
district was the colors.  The top three 
colors were maroon, white, and gold, 
blue, silver and white, and turquoise, 
black and white.  The winner, tur-
quoise, black and white.  It was cho-
sen because it was original and 
unique.   

   When asked about the 
Woodland Hills School Dis-
trict, many people are quick 
to comment about its suc-
cessful history in academics, 
sports, and musical pro-
grams, but does anyone know 
the history of the creation of 
the school district? 
   The Woodland Hills 
School District was created 
from a court ordered merger 
from U.S. District Judge Ge-
rald Weber.   
   Weber created the new district in 
order to desegregate the General 
Braddock School District, which 
was a predominately African-
American school district. 
   Judge Weber ordered that the five  

area school districts be combined to 
create one integrated district. 
   On April 28, 1981, the official court 
order came into effect for the school 
to merge.    When the district was cre-
ated it had roughly 9,100 students. 
   Although there was a new district, 
there still was not one single high 

     Wolverines vs. Wombats was the 
dispute between students and teach-
ers back in 1988. The argument hap-
pened after the �New District� was 
changed to the Woodland Hills 
School District.  
  Contests were held to find the name 
color and mascot of the new school.  
Emily DePaul and Thad Wilson were 
the winners of the new name for the 
school.  After the name was chosen 
all the school needed were a mascot 
and colors.   
  Entries poured in with many names 
like wolverines, warlocks, wolf pack, 
wombats and wizards.  Finally it was 
narrowed down to two, wolverines 
and wombats.  The votes were cast 

school.  The Woodland Hills 
School District had three 
high schools, Churchill High 
School, Swissvale High 
School, and Turtle Creek 
High School. 
   In fall of 1987, the district 
combined the three area high 
schools into one school at the 
site of Churchill High 
School.    The creation of the 
Woodland Hills School Dis-
trict was not an easy journey.  

Judge Weber faced many people op-
posed to the fact of integration for 
the new district. 
   Residents from the upper class dis-
tricts filed petitions and hired law-
yers in order to try to stop the 
merger; however, they were unsuc-
cessful. 

The Great Wombat Debate 
By Lindsey Dearden 
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Five Districts Merged Into One 

Check out the Wombat comic on page 14! 



Looking back at old school classes 
By Amanda Osborne 

     When Woodland Hills formed, 
board members were probably more 
concerned with providing courses 
that prepared students for their fu-
tures and being well rounded, then 
giving them a wider selection of 
electives. 
Over twenty years ago the three 
original high schools (Churchill, 
Turtle Creek, and Swissvale) of-
fered over twenty classes no longer 
available.  Some of the more inter-
esting courses students could 
choose from included Driver�s Edu-
cation, Shorthand and American 
Literature Survey. 
  Today the course selection sheets 
have over three times as many 
added.  All but three of the now of-
fered A.P. courses were not an op-
tion for students then.  Also, almost 
all of our fine arts classes are new 
additions. 

  Despite this, students still feel 
that they are not getting the 
course selection they would like. 
�Some of our classes are impor-
tant for our future, but we don�t 
need them now.� proclaims Sen-
ior Jessica Bush. Many students 
agree that the few mandatory 
classes that students must take 
don�t always provide students 
with the needed skills they will 
need for their future careers. 
  Students would also like to see a 
return of some of the older 
courses such as Driver�s Educa-
tion.  �A lot of people need that,� 
stated another senior, Jamie Wet-
more.  Also, Jessica Bush be-
lieves �German would be great, 
and Grammar; no more Ebonics. 
Parents don�t want their children 
learning Ebonics.� 
  Jamie and Jessica are also 

among the students who would like 
to see some new classes added.  �I 
would totally take Chinese,� says 
Jamie �and a reading discussion 
group, kind of like a book club 
where we the students get to choose 
which books we read and discuss.�  
Jessica would also like to see a mu-
sic history class added. 

Over the years, Pittsburgh has seen 
school sizes vary throughout the 
years. During the 1960�s, people 
were attracted towards city schools, 
making class sizes well over 500 
students. As schools became even 
more populated, parents moved 
their sons and daughters to the rural 
areas, which made them quickly be-
came suburban areas of the city, 
making schools such as Turtle 
Creek, Swissvale, General Brad-
dock, Churchill, Edgewood com-
mon small schools. As Woodland 
Hills School District was born, it 
was home to five high schools that 
had to become three.  
  Woodland Hills Senior High 
School had three separate commu-
nity high schools from 1982 to 
1987, located in Swissvale, Chur-
chill and Turtle Creek. These three 

high schools merged into one 
building in 1987.  The graduating 
class sizes in these schools varied 
in many sizes.  In the class of 
1982, Churchill High School had 
a graduating size of 388 students 

and in that same year 147 students 
graduated from Turtle Creek High 

School. Swissvale High School had 
a number of 204 graduates.  Be-
tween these three Woodland Hills 
high schools, the graduating size 
was at a total of 739 students.   
  As the 1980�s came, the districts 
sizes became to become smaller, but 
not as noticeably. During the 
1990�s, the class sizes began to 
shrink even more rapidly. With peo-
ple moving further outside of the 
city limits, more students and par-
ents left suburban districts, includ-
ing Woodland Hills. But as the 
times change, so does the class size. 
It seems as though people are within 
a cycle, and since 2004, the districts 
in suburban communities are on the 
rise again, but not as substantially 
as the 60�s and 70�s.  With a differ-
ence of 373 students, 366 students 
are graduating from Woodland Hills 
Senior High School in the class of 
2007.    

Class of 2007- 366 students 
Class of 1982 (Church 
hill)- 388 students  
Class of 1982 (Turtle 
Creek)- 147 students 
Class of 1982 (Swissvale)- 
204 students 
Class of 1998 (Woodland 
Hills)- 538 students  

Graduating class sizes shrink  
By Jake Linsenbigler and Taylor Jackson 
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And you think the computers are bad now! 
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Did You Know? 
Did you know that the current 

Guidance office was formally a 
smoking lounge for the students 

at Churchill High School? 



     The 2005 production of Seussical the 
Musical and the 2007 production of Les 
Miserables were the last WH perform-
ances nominated for best musical .  Un-
fortunately, a Kelly was not awarded for 
Seussical but students were rewarded 
with the entire experience.  �It was so 
much fun and I would love to do it 
again,� explained senior Caitlin Blaney, 
who performed at the Benedum as a 
sophomore.  �There is nothing like it.�  
Another senior that performed as a sopho-
more was Amy Goldstein who added, �It 
was amazing to have that performing ex-
perience at a young age.� 
  Cast members from productions receiv-
ing a best musical nomination have the 
opportunity to take the stage during the 
awards show.  Each group performs a se-
lected musical number, on the Benedum 
stage, displaying their effort and achieve-
ment in theater.   
  The recognition of best musical went to 
the 1991 performance of Guys and Dolls, 
�92�s Lil Abner, �93�s Peter Pan, �97�s 
The Music Man, �98�s Man of La Man-
cha, �99�s Pirates of Penzance, and 
2003�s production of Hello Dolly. 
  So far, the record year for nominations 
and awards is the 1999 production of Pi-
rates of Penzance.  This show received 10 
of the 12 awards it was nominated for, 
including show, set, choreography, en-
semble, lights, costumes, crew, direction, 
actor, and supporting actress.     
  Every school that participates in the 
Gene Kellys is represented at the end of 

the awards show.  One or two selected 
student cast members represent their 
school, performing a group dance and 
song, Eyes on the Goal.  One student who 
will be representing WH this year, for 
their production of Les Miserables, is sen-
ior Leigh Loman.  �I am excited to get 
another chance to perform at the 
Benedum.�  
  Sophomore Maura McDaniel, who rep-
resented WH last year as a freshman ex-
plained, �I was thrown on stage at a min-
utes notice and learned the number.  It 
was a fast and fun learning experience 
that I would love to go through again.� 
  As of 2006, within Woodland Hills, the 
high school has collected a total of 111 
nominations and has been awarded 66 
Kellys over the course of 18 shows. 
   

     Boxes, mullets, Afro s, jherri curls, 
the swoop, and bowl cuts are the extinct 
hairstyles from the 80’s. Back then, 
these were popular hairstyles for stu-
dents to wear on a day-to-day basis.  
  Now, the most popular hairstyles are 
low-cut styles for the guys, and pony-
tails, wraps, highlights, braids, and 
l o o s e  c u r l s  f o r  g i r l s .     
  Not only were hairstyles an important 
issue,  glasses and makeup were a big 

styles, we are unaware that some of 
these fashions are returning  from the 
80’s and 90’s like the afro s, the mullets, 
the high hairstyles and the over sized 
glasses. 

hit back in the 80’s.  
  It was cool to look grown back then, 
so girls would wear tons of make-up 
and have high hairstyles that were 
sprayed with cans of hair spray to 
keep the height and form of the hair-
style. Glasses back then were also un-
usually large compared to today. You 
were cool if your glasses took over 
most of your face. 
  But even though the students today 
look back and laugh at some of these  
   

Gene Kellys are awarded in three 
budget categories for best high 
school musical, scenic design, cos-
tume design, and lighting design. 
  Other awards, not concerning fi-
nancial budgets, are best actor and 
actress, best supporting actor and 
actress, best ensemble, crew and 
technical design, all student orches-
tra, best direction, and best choreog-
raphy. 
  Since 1990, the Pittsburgh Civic 
Light Opera (CLO) has been award-
ing Gene Kelly Awards to perform-
ances striving for excellence in high 
school musical theater.  The purpose 
of this award is to recognize student 
work and encourage their achieve-
ment in the art of theater and educa-
tion. 

1992�s production of Lil Abner 

Styles returning from the 80�s 
By Tiara Gray 
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Mrs. Ken-
nedy wearing 
the very styl-
ish over sized 
glasses. 

WH collecting Gene Kelly Awards since 1991 

By Adriana Palangio 



Turtle Creek High School 

Woodland Hills High School 

Swissvale High School 

Churchill Area High School 

Edgewood High School 

Scott High School 

Back in the Day:  
A Look at the Former Schools 
By Chrissy Chapman 
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Formal Dances: 
From �Hip� to �Hot�  

By Jake Linsenbigler 

1980�s Today 



Laser Loop 
     Kennywood is open! During the 
1980�s and �90�s everybody went to 
Kennywood in the summertime. Wood-
land Hills School District had their pic-
nics at Kennywood every year. It was 
an annual trip. The students couldn�t 
wait to go and shop for their Kenny-
wood outfits and choose whom they 
were going to Kennywood with.  
   During the 1980�s, Kennywood Park 
was redesigned and some of the roller 
coasters were tore down to make new 
space for new rides. In 1980, a roller 

coaster called the Laser Loop was built. 
The Laser Loop was a sit-down coaster 
made of steel. The ride did up-side-down 
l o o p s , 
while you 
were  
s t r a ppe d 
in your 
seat. It 
only oper-
ated from  
1 9 8 0 -
1990, then 
it was re-               Ferris wheel 
moved from Kennywood. Also in the 
80�s, flatland rides were built, such as the 
Flying Carpet, The Pirate ship and the 
Wave Swinger.  
   One coaster that was removed from the 
park in the �80�s was the Dipper. The 
name was changed from the Little Dipper 
to just the Dipper in 1958. The old 
wooden coaster was built in 1948 and 
then removed and replaced with a new 
water ride The Raging Rapids in 1984.  
   Since the then, the �90s brought the 

Steel Phantom, the new coaster at Kenny-
wood in 1991. It had the longest drop at 
225 feet. And at that time it was the world�s 
fastest at 78 mph. In 2000, the Steel Phan-
tom was demolished and the new coaster, 
the Phantom�s Revenge was built in its 
place. 
   Ever since the 90�s, Kennywood has de-
veloped more new and improved coasters 
and rides.  And every year the Woodland 
Hills School districts has their school pic-
nics there. Each year, on the third Wednes-
day of May, the students return.  

The old Steel Phantom 

Kennywood is Open! 
Janet Nash 

Kennywood Then�..  
 

Former  Old Mill 

Phantom�s Revenge  

Wonder Wheel 

The Old Noah�s Arks  

The Old Kiddy Swan Ride  
 

Demolished in 1981 to make 
way for the Laser Loop.   
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�..And now  
 

Swing Shot 2006    
 



      Colleen Dunn, the famous Broad-
way singer and dancer, graduated from 
WHHS in 1986.  �I knew from the age 
of 12 or 13 that this was the life I 
wanted,� said Colleen.  While still in 
high school she was 
in the Pittsburgh 
Civic Light Opera 
and the West Vir-
ginia Public Theater, 
Colleen also took 
lead parts in her high 
school Musical, Our 
Hearts Were Young 
and Gay, in 1985 and 
the Carousel in 1986. 
After graduating 
high school Colleen 
Dunn attended Point 
Park University for 

four years later she moved to New 
York to become an actor and profes-
sional Broadway performer.  Colleen 
also featured in popular commercials, 
such as the Dannon La CrŁme yogurt 

Commercial.  
   In 1992 Colleen played the 
role as Spice in the movie Body 
Trouble, and by 1996 she was a 
frequent actor on The Dana 
Carvey Show.  In 2004 she 
played one of the women in the 
film Stepford Wives and she was 
also on the show Law & Order.  
Finally in 2005 Colleen featured 
in the play The Producers and, 
the film Bewitched.  
   Although Colleen had a recent 
heart surgery, and doctors told 
her she would never be able to 

dance again, Colleen was determined to 
stay on top.  "I got a little hope that 
maybe I could dance again, even if I 
didn’t perform again," said Colleen, "I 
think we all face problems in life that 
change the directions that our life is 
going. You adapt. You can’t change the 
outcomes.�  Because of her determina-
tion to get well, she recovered quickly 
and was soon dancing on Broadway 
again.   
 

E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial 
Tanyshia Long 

WHHS Graduate Storms Broadway  Tanyshia Long �

���

      E.T. was one of the most popular 
fantasy movies in the 1980s, making 
over 13 million the first week of its re-
lease, with a total of 87 million dollars. 
Way more than the cost of $10 million 
that was put into the special effects, 
this movie was a magical film for chil-
dren and adults, being described as ad-
venturous, dramatic, family, fantasy, 
and a Sci-Fi movie.  It was also said to 
be heartwarming and entertaining to all 
viewers.  The main character in E.T is a 
10-year-old boy named Elliott played 

Did You Know��  
The highest gross films in �. 
1982� E.T, Tootsie, Rocky 3 
1987� Robocop, Fatal Attrac-
tion, Three Men and a Baby 
1992� Home Alone 2, A Few 
Good Men, Lethal Weapon 3 
2007� Ghost Rider, Blades of 
Glory, Wild Hogs 

Colleen Dunn  1986 

 
Colleen Dunn 2004 

by Robert MacNaughton and a five 
year old sister played by Drew Barry-
more.    
  One night Elliott discovers an extrater-
restrial alien who was left behind by 
accident when his space ship left earth 
in a hurry.  Elliott, his sister and brother 
brings the alien home. They become 
very close to him, eventually naming 
him E.T.  
  Meanwhile, the U.S. government is 
aware of the spaceship landing that 
took place near Elliott�s house, and be-
gins to search around the area. Now 
Elliott is determined to get E.T. back 
home.  
   His determination is increased when 
he discovers that E.T. is sick, and he 
too becomes sick himself. When the 
government finds E.T. he is thought to 
be dead, but when Elliott lay in the hos-
pital bed next to him, E.T. wakes up 
and heals him with his glowing finger, 
and before you know it they come up 
with a plan to get E.T. back home.     
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Can you 

guess these 
teachers? 

Answers:  1. Mr. Laychak, 2. Mr. Riccabon, 3. Mr. Esper, 4. Mrs. Altman, 5. Mrs. Weiser, 
 6. Mr. Warren, 7. Mrs. Crone, 8. Mr. Rocco, 9. Mr. Crone, 10. Mr. Bonacci, 11. Mrs. Edwards 

1 2 3 

4 5 

6 7 8 

9 10 11 

9 
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Answers:  1. Mr. Laychak, 2. Mr. Riccabon, 3. Mr. Esper, 4. Mrs. Altman, 5. Mrs. Weiser, 
 6. Mr. Warren, 7. Mrs. Crone, 8. Mr. Rocco, 9. Mr. Crone, 10. Mr. Bonacci, 11. Mrs. Edwards 



Can you guess these former students? 

More teachers who taught here 
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     Every year there are the 
new names, new faces, new fans, and 
for the more recent ones, a new sur-
face to display their athletic skills on. 
But one thing remains constant for the 
players donning the black and tur-
quoise Wolverine football jerseys and 
classic styled striped helmets: Win-
ning.  
  The Wolverine football dynasty un-
der two-time Coach of the Year living 
legend George Novak, can best be told 
in statistics in which they prove their 
its dominance. The numbers are stag-
gering as the heart and soul of the 
Woodland Hills School District has 
compiled an unparalleled 168-72 
(70%) all-time record since the team 
commenced in 1987.  
  With every Wolverine player that 
comes along next season comes the 

rich history of a school that has pro-
duced  PIAA state runner-ups in 1996, 
2001, and 2002. Additionally, four 
time WPIAL champions (96, 99, 01, 
02), two-time WPIAL runner-up (00, 
05) and a five time conference cham-

and Darrin Walls selected to the United 
States Army All-American Game known 
as the most pristine high school football 
game annually. 24 of our own black and 
turquoise have received the honor of par-
ticipating in the Big 33 game pitting the 
best Pennsylvania players against those 
from neighboring state Ohio. Locally, 31 
players have been selected to the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette�s �Fab 22.� 
  In order to start and sustain the type of 
dynasty Woodland Hills has managed to 
write and legitimizes over the years, you 
need a man who knows the game, and 
can inspire those people around him to 
love it as much as him. For 1987 and 
1995 WPIAL coach of the year and pre-

sent day athletic director George Novak, 
that has never seemed to be an issue. 
Coach Novak had a tremendous impact 
on me as a person and a football player,� 
says Jason Taylor. I think you can just 
look at the success Woodland Hills has 
had over the years, and you can see what 
kind of coach he is. There is a reason 
they are always one of the top programs 
year in and year out in the football crazed 
Western Pennsylvania.�  
  From the blocking of Wayne Anderson, 
flashiness of Steve Breaston, swiftness of 
Ryan Mundy, and bone crushing hits of 
Rob Gronkowski, the players who will 
take to the gridiron grass of the Wol-
varena will have quite a legacy and play-
ers to idolize in an attempt to continue 
the dominance of the heart and soul of 
Woodland Hills.  
 
 

pionship (87, 99, 00, 01, 02).  
  While it may be viewed to some that 
the years of dominant Wolverine foot-
ball are behind us as the legacy peaked 
around the turn of the century, the Wol-
verines will still remain to be one of the 
toughest teams in Western Pennsylvania. 
The reputation and style of the now 20-
year history of Wolverine football has 
remained as constant as the wins that 
have come by it, sticking with a smash 
mouth running game, and a tenacious 
defense that has produced over 20 shut-
outs. With the likes of Gerald Thomp-
son, Melvin Cobbs, Brandon Payne, 
Chris Morgan and Marcel Farrish (all 
1,000 yard rushers) bursting up the gut 
and down the sidelines why ponder ever 
throwing the ball? 
  "It’s always been a goal of mine to play 
Division I. You always want to go to the 
highest level," these words spoken by 
almost Arizona Cardinals rookie re-
ceiver Steve Breaston. Throughout the 
previous 20 years have come great wins, 
great coaches, and the men who have 
played the game, many receiving some 
of the highest accolades. Headlining the 
group is the 5 present day NFL players, 
rookies Chris Morgan and Steve 
Breaston, Lousaka Polite, Shawnte 
Spencer, and two -time Defensive Player 
of the Year Jason Taylor. Thirty-one 
Division One NCAA players may be the 
most striking statistic, as it shows the 
ability of the men from Woodland Hills 
to compete against the highest competi-
tion as well as their views of the impor-
tance in the classroom.  
  In the high school ranks the Wolver-
ines have had two players, Ryan Mundy 

Woody High Pride Created by Dominance In Football 
By Ryan Hast 

Steve Breaston  

Lousaka Polite, Coach Novak. And 
Shawntae Spencer 
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ished 4-16-1.  
  Although they had a losing record, it 
was better than any other first year team 
at the time. 
  The team returned to statewide domi-
nance again in 2005 when they won the 

finish up the season with a 5-3 record. 
This record took the team to an out-
standing second place in the Section 9. 
The 81-softball season was one of the 
best teams in the leagues, and had a lot 
of players letter in the sport. Players 
included Julie Smith, Sue Pleins, 
Kathy Kendall, Lisa Smith, Mary 
Bradenstein, Stephanie Siuda, and 
Juliann Suvak. 
  Another year that was spectacular 
was 1984. The dedicated young 
women scored a total of 233 runs in 15 
games to lead them to a season of 11-
4. �The best players over the years 
included Erin Summer, Kathy Kend-
all, Sue Pleins, Heather Lewis, Renee 
Toth, Amy Hughes, Liz Krauthammer, 
Kathy O’Connor, Colleen Kendall, and 
Nikki Horew,� says Coach Mr.
Stanczak.  
    �The biggest change in the game 
over the years has been the quality of 
pitching which has become so much 
better�, says Coach Mr. Stanczak. 
  The Woodland Hills softball team 
has won section championships in 
1988, 1991, 1998, 1999, and 2000.  

Going all the way home 
By Caitlyn Ehmann �

Hockey has storied past and promising future 
By Mitch Stutz 

     Girls� Softball has been a sport 
played in high school for decades now. 
From the homeruns, to the wins and 

losses. Going out there to prove to 
every other team you�re the best.  
  That�s exactly what the Churchill 
Chargers proved to their opponents in 
the 1981-82 season. Under the coach-
ing of Mr. Stanczak and Miss Barley, 
the Charger softball team was able to 

     Prior to the merger in 1987, the 
Churchill Chargers were a dominant 
force in the WPIHL.  
  Between the years of 1981-1986, the 
hockey team won three section cham-
pionships, and even a Penguins Cup. 
The team was lead by leading point 
scorer and two-time MVP Steve 
Shaver. Shaver was the heart of the  
team, leading the team in scoring his 
junior and senior year, and winning 
the WPIHL MVP in his senior year.  
  Despite the tremendous success of 
the hockey program, they always suf-
fered from a lack of fan support from 
the student body, and the exciting but 
at times troublesome task of playing 
at the Civic Arena. 
   In 1987, Woodland Hills discontin-
ued its hockey program. The move 
had been foreshadowed in previous 
years, and would last for 6 years. 
When they returned in �94 they fin-

9th grade state championship. This 
group of youngsters led by Ryan  
Hast, leading scorer Bill Sullivan, 
and Ray Caulfield.  Look forward to 
next hockey season as next years 
group of seniors have great promise. 

The Chargers won three section championships in the early 1980�s. 

Baseball  swings             
into history 
 By Markus Gibson 

     Baseball is known as the American 
pastime, and the successful    years 
for the Wolverines have been in the 
past. 
  The team has not made the playoffs 
since 2000 when they won the section 
championship. They also won a sec-
tion championship in 1994. 
  The Wolverines have produced ma-
jor talent that have gone to play in 
college. Last year, Mike Ritson re-
ceived a full scholarship to Winthrop 
University. He was an all-section 
pitcher while playing for Woodland 
Hills. 
  This year the team will graduate 
pitcher/outfielder Jason Holt, who is 
rumored to be playing for Pitt next 
year. 
  The team has had many players go 
on to play at CCAC, a lower rated 
college, but very productive in base-
ball.  
  The Wolverines also had some excit-
ing trips in the late 1990�s. They got 
to play at Three Rivers Stadium for 
their Senior Recognition nights. 
In 1998 they were able to travel to 
Florida for Spring Training. 
 

Did you know that the hockey team played 
games at the Civic Arena and at Monroe-
ville Mall? 

 

Woodland Hills  won section champi-
onships in 88, 91, 98, 99, and 00 
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Sports Top 10 Lists 
By Ryan Hast, Markus Gibson, and David Dickun�

Top 10 Football Players 
1. Steve Breaston 
2. Chris Morgan 
3. Shawnte Spencer 
4. Lousaka Polite 
5. Ryan Mundy 
6. Darrin Walls 
7. Jason Taylor 
8. William Ferguson 
9. Mike Dykes 
10. Rob Gronkowski 
�

Past Basketball success overlooked 
By Markus Gibson 

Top 10 Basketball Players 
1. Carlos Dixon 
2. Joe Brown 
3. Rob Grownkoski 
4. Robert Duck 
5. Nakia DeBlanc 
6. Mike Keyes 
7. Mitch   Stutz 
8. Monica Jones 
9. Korie Morten-Rozier 
10. Kristen Gates 

Top 10 Football Teams 
1.    2001 
2.    1996 
3.    2002 
4.    2005 
5.    1999 
6.    1997 
7.    2006 
8.    1987 
9.    2000 

      10.   1992 

Top 40 Athletes 
1.     Steve Breaston 
2.     Jason Taylor 
3.     Shawnte Spencer 
4.     Lousaka Polite 
5.     Ryan Mundy 
6. Leon Hart* 
7. Darrin Walls 
8.     Chris Morgan 
9.     William Ferguson 
10.   Carlos Dixon 
11.   Ben Graham 
12.   Rontez Miles 
13.   Devon Lyons 
14.   Brandon Watters 
15.   Rob Gronkowski 
16.   Dennis Sellman 
17.   Wes Lyons 
18.   Cambrya Jones 
19.   Mike Dykes 
20.   Bill Sullivan 
21.   Kareem Dutrielle 
22.   Sean Curley 
23.   Greg Webster 
24.   Pete Stutz 
25.   Vondre Griffin 
26.   Monica Jones 
27.   Holly Hutton 
28.   Bob Pulcini 
29.   Brad Rocco 
30.   Wayne Anderson 
31.   Nakia DeBlanc 
32.   Mark Yezovich 
33.   Mike Ritson 
34.   John Lazzaro 
35.   Craig Antolik 
36.   Dana Jovanavich 
37.   Patty Bye 
39.   Elizabeth Zito 

       40. Joe Yezovich 
 

     With the rich history 
Woodland Hills has had in its 
athletic excellence, it just 
wouldn�t give our history jus-
tice without including a list of 
the top 10 teams and players in 
numerous categories. Here 
goes an attempt to create the 

     The basketball program 
here at Woodland Hills has 
enjoyed a good amount of 
success.  However, the 
recent teams have not 
generated success com-
pared to teams of the 
90�s. 
  The highlight of the 
program was in 1997 
when the girl�s team won 
the W.P.I.A.L. Champi-
onship, defeating North 
Hills in a close contest. 
The team made it to the 
state finals but they fell 
short of the elusive state 
championship. This was 
the only time a Wood-
land Hills basketball 
team won a W.P.I.A.L. 
Championship. 
  The team was led by 
current girl�s head coach 
Morton-Rozier. She is 
looking to bring that cham-
pionship glory back to 
Woodland Hills. 

  The girl�s team has made it 
to the playoffs two years in a 
row and next year they hope 

to bring home a first W.P.I.A.
L Championship in more than 
a decade. They will be lead 
by guard Kristin Gates and 
center Nakia DeBlanc. 

  The boy�s team has had 
success over the years but 
the last couple of years 

have been dreadful. They 
won section champion-
ships in 1992, 1995, 
1999, and 2000. How-
ever, since 2000 the team 
has had two winning sea-
sons and a combined re-
cord of 49-95. 
  There is one star player 
of the early 90�s that re-
mains in close ties with 
the school. Carlos Dixon 
was the Wolverine leader 
in points, and rebounds in 
1991. � We played for 
pride, and we played to 
win every night,� says 
Carlos, as the team fin-
ished 15-6 and barely 
missed the playoffs. 

  Carlos averaged 24 points 
and 10 rebounds a game.  
He was the only Woodland 
Hills player to be selected 
to the Roundball Classic.  

Wolverine All-Time Basketball Great 
Carlos Dixon  

Did you know that Carlos 
Dixon was selected to play 
in the Roundball Classic, 
which is equivalent to to-

day�s McDonalds All-
American game? 

twenty year history of the 
teams and players who have 
worn the Wolverine logo and 
those players who have given 
us great memories and tran-
scended Woodland Hills 
sports. Let the Debating Be-
gin. 

Did you know Leon Hart 
won the Heisman Trophy in 

1948 out of Notre Dame 
University? He graduated 
from Turtle Creek High 

School. 

*Graduated from Turtle 
Creek High School in 1944. 
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     The four sports of Wrestling, 
Track, Bowling, and Golf have 
had redundant success over the 
years. The teams have represented 
our school and district with great 
pride.  
  The track team was outstanding 
in the late 1980’s. The girl’s team 
brought home a W.P.I.A.L. cham-
pionship in 1987, and they won 
section titles in 1987, and 1989. 
Since that time the team hasn’t 
won any championships. How-
ever, many runners have qualified 
for the state finals, like Darrin 
Walls who competed in the state 
finals in 2005, and 2006. He is one 

of many great 
runners in Wol-
verine history. 
  While the Wol-
verine Wrestlers 
have had little 
team success, 
they have had 
some individuals 
who made a mark 

in W.P.I.A.L. history. Arguably the 
best wrestler in Wolverine history was 
Wayne Anderson who fought in the 
heavyweight class. He had a combined 
record of 110-14. The highlights of his 
career were in 1988 and 1989 when he 
won the W.P.I.A.L. championships. “I 
always fought in the heavyweight 
class and it was disappointing to finish 
3rd in states two years in a row,” says 
Wayne, who now is the Junior High 
wrestling coach.  
  Tony Rosdocin (1990) and Adam 
Curry (2001) eclipsed 100 wins for 
their high school careers as well. 
  The Bowling team has been success-
ful and this year was a year to remem-
ber. The team went a perfect 10-0 in 

the regular season to capture the 
section crown. They were led by 
freshman Antonio Palangio, 
who finished 2nd in the state 
competition. He will look to 
guide the Wolverines next year 
to a W.P.I.A.L. Championship 
along with junior captain Rich 
Gayla. Algebra II teacher Mr. 
Cherry coached the team this 
year to perfection. 
  The golf team has had some 
very skilled golfers in Wolver-
ine history. In 1992 Rich 
Rotharauff and Terry Krohe 
competed in the W.P.I.A.L. fi-
nals. John Shields coached the 
team during that time, but West 
Junior High teacher David 
Ptaskiewicz now coaches the 
team. Mike Ritson competed in 
the W.P.I.A.L finals in 2005 at 
Nemoclin Woodland Resort. 
The resort was the host for the 
PGA Tour’s 84 Lumber Classic 
until it canceled the event in 
2007.  

Four sports exemplify Wolverine pride 
By Mark Gibson 

nents 1616-554 with 14 shutouts. 
  In 2006 the Wolvarena went 
through a much-needed renovation. 
The renovation included the addition 
of artificial turf and drainage system, 

     Built in 1942 the Turtle Creek 
stadium was originally home to 
the Turtle Creek Eagles.  After the 
merger in 1987 it became the Wol-
varena and the home of the new 
Woodland Hills Wolverines.  
  Voted one of the top high school 
football stadiums in America in an 
article in a 2002 USA Today the 
Wolvarena is also one of the hard-
est places to play for opposing 
teams, with 50 rows of home sec-
tion seating 12,500 seats in all its 
no wonder teams fear coming to 
the Wolvarena.  
  Since 1997 the Wolverines have 
posted a 45-6 record.  
at the Wolvarena outscoring oppo-

The Wolvarena: A great place for fans and football 
By Dave Dickun 

improvements to the stands, 
updated locker rooms, new 
restrooms and concession 
stands, and a paved parking lot.  

Turtle Creek Eagles at Turtle Creek Stadium, now the Wolvarena. 
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