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Organization Description

The Woodland Hills School District was formed in July, 1981, and is located in the eastern portion
of Allegheny County, approximately eight miles east of the City of Pittsburgh. The school district
covers 13-1/2 square miles and includes the communities of Braddock, Braddock Hills, Chalfant,
Churchill, East Pittsburgh, Edgewood, Forest Hills, North Braddock, Rankin, Swissvale, Turtle
Creek and Wilkins Township. The school district is part of the Allegheny Intermediate Unit.
Geographically, Woodland Hills is bounded by the Monongahela River on the south and the City
of Pittsburgh to the west. The Penn-Lincoln Parkway passes through the northern portion of the
school district and supplies easy access to downtown Pittsburgh and the Pennsylvania Turnpike.
Route 30 is a major east-west traffic artery which passes through the center of the school district.
The entire area is served by the Port Authority of Allegheny County, which provides bus
transportation to surrounding areas as well as within the school district community.

Although composed of 12 municipalities, the school district is a comprehensive community which
can provide for a variety of individual needs in housing, employment and social activities. There
are approximately 29,000 residences located within the school district boundaries.

The district is primarily a residential community and many residents look to the metropolitan
Pittsburgh area for employment, entertainment and social activities. The close proximity of the
University of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon University also provide residents with access to
numerous educational and cultural activities.

The district serves approximately 5,100 students yearly, providing them with a wide array of
education and extra-curricular opportunities to develop academically, athletically and socially.
Woodland Hills is dedicated to excellence in the classroom, with the primary emphasis placed on
quality instruction and student achievement. Additionally, the district is committed to developing
community support and citizen involvement within the district.

Core Purpose

Mission

Woodland Hills School District will successfully educate every student while providing a safe,
respectful, and rigorous learning environment.

Vision

The District and our students will demonstrate an unsurpassed commitment to

academic success. Our students will master the skills needed to make a positive
impact on their communities.

We believe:



Students must be our first priority,
Each student, with effort and quality instruction, will learn and is capable of exceeding
high standards,

e Students and staff have a right to learn and work in safe and productive environments,
Everyone shares the responsibility to ensure that mutual respect prevails,

e Student success is best achieved through the collective efforts and support of school,
home, and community,
In life-long learning and students’ ability to think critically and creatively,
Students are motivated to learn when they can understand and apply what they are
learning to their lives both present and future,

e A healthy lifestyle promotes physical, mental, and emotional wellness.

¢ A complete education encompasses the full range of human experience including the arts
and sciences, foreign languages, extra-curricular and volunteer activities.

Goals
Academic Standards Goals - Making Standards Work For All Students

Standards give students a solid foundation in the basics. They provide consistent targets
for students, teachers and parents to meet.

Standards allow schools to measure student achievement.

Standards help parents, students, teachers and school districts follow the progress that
students make from year to year.

Done right, aligned standards and assessments give us something that standards and
curriculum objectives by themselves never delivered: the ability to see how well we are

performing and how much we are improving.

If we set high standards for learning, students will rise to the challenge. Thus the WHSD
goals center in the following three arenas:

1. In order to improve accountability to academic standards, WHSD will enhance the
assessment program in order to provide a safety net to keep students who are need of

interventions form falling through the cracks.

2. True standards reform requires WHSD to commit the resources, materials and training
necessary to ensure that all students learn at a high level.

3. Inside the standards goals, WHSD will provide flexibility so that the standards based
instruction avoids a one-size- fits all approach to the educational processes.

Assessment Goals
1. In addition to measuring learning, assessments will

e Encourage progress



Provide feedback to students

Promote deeper understanding

Facilitate learning (as we learn by doing, completing an assignment can be a learning
activity in of itself)

2. WHSD will strive to eliminate the distinction between teaching, learning, and
assessment.

3. Assessment will be continuous and ongoing.

4. Assessment will be an integrated part of every school day...not an occurrence that
pops up only at the end of a unit.

5. Assessment should never exist to point out student weaknesses, but should be an
opportunity for students to reflect on their learning and discover their strengths.

6. Reflection is fundamental to authentic assessment...a vital element that is overlooked
in most classrooms.

7. Assessment must be student-centered. Students are the best judges of their own work.
If we expect students to become responsible for their own learning, they must also
become responsible participant in assessment.

Goal: FOUR-YEAR GRADUATION RATE (for districts and schools that graduate seniors)
Description: Graduate rate will meet an 80% threshold and/or show growth.

Goal: MATHEMATICS
Description: At least 56% of all students will be proficient in Mathematics, as measured by the
annual state-wide PSSA assessments.

Goal: READING
Description: At least 63% of all students will be proficient in Reading, as measured by the annual
state-wide PSSA assessments.

Goal: STUDENT ATTENDANCE (any school that does not graduate seniors)
Description: Student attendance will meet a 90% threshold and/or show growth.

Goal: STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN STATE ASSESSMENTS
Description: At least 95% of eligible students will participate in required state-wide assessments.

Academic Standards

The Woodland Hills School District uses the Academic Standards of the Pennsylvania
Board of Education 22 Pa Code, Chapter 14, when developing and implementing
curriculum for all grade levels. In order to ensure the implementation of grade-level
standards-based instruction for all students, the district develops and revises academic
checklists of skills acquisition and expands support materials. Effective evidence-based
instructional practices are promoted by the schools and by the district. The district also























































































































































































































































































































































































